
International Panel 
Take Action! 

Online engagement and the power to change the world 
Rome, February 7, 2011

11.30 am - 1.30 pm CET
Livestreaming: www.livestream.com/smw_rome1 - Livetweeting: #takeactionpanel

What do have Egyptian mobilisations, garbage collector’s loafers posted on Facebook and the  
petition against mobile phones recharging costs all have in common? It is online engagement,  
or rather the use of the web, promoted by citizens but also by institutions, politicians and the  
private sector. The aim is to generate changes in real life, by interacting on the web. 

Online  engagement  is  the  focus  of  the  Take  Action!  International  Panel.  Invited  panelists, 
representing different  sectors  –  Universities,  NGOs,  Associations,  Institutions and Politics  –  will 
discuss  ways  for  citizens  and  policy  makers  to  improve  their  relationships  through  new 
technologies. Successful case studies will be presented, giving rise to a debate about how – by 
acting on the web – it is possible to achieve concrete results. 

Speakers: 

• Dino Amenduni, Social Media team Leader of Nichi Vendola, Regione Apulia President
• Lasse Berntzen, Professor of Vestfold University College, Norway, expert in e-government, 

e-democracy and online petitions
• Gherardo Casini, Head of the Global Centre for ICT in Parliament, a joint initiative of the 

UN and the Inter-Parliamentary  Union,  which explores  and promotes  the use of  new 
media in Parliaments worldwide

• Giulia  Innocenzi,  Campaigner  for  Avaaz.org,  TV  anchor  for  “Generazione  zero”, 
Annozero, Raidue

• Olivier  Paul-Morandini,  founder of  the European Emergency Number Association and 
promoter of the campaign for a unique emergency number for Europe. 

Open  contribution  through  Skype  by  Rasha  Abdulla,  Associate  Professor  and  Chair  of  the 
Journalism and Mass Communication Department at the American University in Cairo, Egypt. 
Video  contribution  by  Simon  Vandereecken,  Belgium,  promoter  of  the  “Shame  -  No 
government for our country after 200 days” campaign.

The panel is moderated by Daria Santucci, Professor of Web Communication Semiotics, with a 
focus  on  participatory  processes;  Journalist  and  Communications  expert  for  the  Torino 
Chamber of Commerce; and author of www.vitaminapubblica.org. 

The panel will take place in Rome on Monday February 7, 2011, at 11.30 am - 1.30 pm CET, and 
will be hosted by Ateneo Impresa, Sala degli Specchi, via Vittorio Emanuele II 18.

The initiative is part of the Social Media Week in Rome on February 7-11. 

The event will  be broadcast live on the web thanks to the generous support of the U.S. Embassy 
to Italy: http://www.livestream.com/smw_rome1. Live updates on Twitter (# takeactionpanel).

The panel is an idea of, and organised by, Daria Santucci, www.vitaminapubblica.org.

Contact: +39 347 2512926, daria.santucci@gmail.com
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WHO’S WHO
- Speakers -

Rasha Abdulla

Role Associate Professor and Chair of the Journalism and Mass Communication Department
Organisation American University in Cairo

Bio Dr. Rasha A. Abdulla is Professor and Chair at the American university in Cairo.  Dr. Abdulla's  
main research  interest  is  the  uses  and effects  of  new media,  particularly  as  it  relates  to  
political  and  civic  activism.  Her  doctoral  dissertation  was  the  first  large  scale  formal 
academic study of the uses and gratifications of the Internet among Arab students in Egypt.

Pres. title Open contribution through Skype call
Website www.rashaabdulla.com

Dino Amenduni

Role Social Media Team Leader, Political Communication Advisor
Organisation Proforma

Bio 27 years old, he lives and works in Bari, Southern Italy. He is social media team leader and 
advisor for political communication at Proforma, advertising agency in Bari. Since November 
2009,  he has been social  media team leader of Nichi  Vendola, Governor  of Apulia and 
spokesman  of  Sinistra  Ecologia  e  Libertà.  He  is  also  a  blogger  for  the  national  daily 
newspaper “Il Fatto Quotidiano”.  

Pres. title From FB to Government: how to switch online
Website www.proformaweb.it 

Lasse Berntzen

Role Associate Professor
Organisation Vestfold University College

Bio Has been working on e-government and e-democracy since 2003. Has taken part in several  
international  and  national  research  projects.  Expert  for  CAHDE.  Member  of  international 
program committees for leading conferences in this field.

Pres. title Perspectives on e-Campaigns
Website http://egov.hive.no

Gherardo Casini

Role Head, UN/DESA Office and Executive Coordinator, Global Centre for ICT in Parliament
Organisation United Nations - Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Bio Holds a degree in Economics from the University of Rome. Since 1994 he has been working 
for the United Nations in different duty stations. In 2001, he was appointed as Head of the  
Office of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs in Rome. Since 2006,  
he has also been acting as Executive Coordinator of the Global Centre for ICT in Parliaments, 
a joint initiative of the UN and the IPU launched at the World Summit on the Information 
Society.

Pres. title The use of new media by Parliaments
Website www.ictparliament.org 
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Giulia Innocenzi
Role Campaigner

Organisation Avaaz
Bio Ph.D. student and TV anchor of "Generazione zero" at Annozero, Raidue, Giulia Innocenzi has 

worked at Avaaz since July 2010, after gaining one year’s experience at Italia Futura and 
several years experience at Associazione Luca Coscioni.

Pres. title Bridgind the gap between the two worlds
Website www.avaaz.org 

Olivier Paul-Morandini

Role President, Founder - Lobby EU Institutions, Contact press
Organisation European Emergency Number Association EENA

Bio Belgian  Olivier  Paul-Morandini,  38,  had  been  a  citizens-interest  lobbyist  with  European 
institutions for over ten years, working with the emergency services, the political world and 
industry to harmonise the quality of the European emergency telecommunications services 
based on the single number 112,  the  equivalent  of  our  911.  Olivier  has  overcome many 
obstacles  over  the  years  to  have  the  issue  included  on  political  agendas  and  now his  
organisation  has  become  one  of  the  most  important  citizen  lobbies  with  the  European 
Parliament,  recognised by all  and playing a major role in this  sector which strives to save 
more lives with every passing year.

Pres. title One million signatures: a drop in the ocean
Website www.eena.org - www.112foundation.eu 

 - Organiser, Moderator -

Daria Santucci
Role Professor of Web Communication Semiotics

Organisation University of Torino
Bio Daria Santucci, Ph.D. in Political Science, is a Professor at the University of Torino and works as  

a Communications Expert for the Torino Chamber of Commerce. She deals with innovation, 
communication and participatory processes focusing on new forms of relations in decision 
making. Also a journalist,  she writes for several webzines. She is a member of the Advisory 
Board  on  the  European  Citizens'  Initiative,  the  Laboratory  of  e-democracy,  University  of 
Padova, and serves on the College of public administration of the Interior Ministry. She has  
worked with both the Council of Europe and the European Commission. She contributed to  
the book "Political  campaigning on the web",  Transcript  Verlag, Bielefeld, 2009. She is  an 
active member of RENA Rete per l’Eccellenza Nazionale.

Twitter @dariasantucci
Website www.vitaminapubblica.org
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- Video contributions -

Simon 
Vandereecken Shame - No government for our country after 200 days www.230111.be

- Media team -
Blogging

RENA – the network for national excellence –  is an 
independent and plural association, animated by young 
people working with excellence in the the public and 
private sectors at a local, national, european and 
international level, and who want to make Italy an open, 
accountable, transparent and balanced country.

www.progetto-rena.it

Labsus, the Laboratory for subsidiarity, has a clear goal, 
based on a certainty: people do not only hold needs but 
also capabilities, and it is possible that such capabilities are 
offered to the community to contribute finding solutions to 
issues of common interest, in alliance with the government.

www.labsus.org

LSDP is a “social think tank” and webmagazine composed 
by people in their 20s and 30s. It works on three paths: the 
daily strategic analysis of Italian politics; the analysis of 
international politics and economics, in collaboration with 
Limes; and the relations between policy and innovation, 
with Butterfly Web, in collaboration with Google.

www.lospaziodellapolitica.com

Tweeting (#takeactionpanel)

Elena  Donnari. Strategic  Consultant  for  public  and  private  sector  companies 
specialised in EU funding and public affairs; technology and social media lover 
"wannabe geek";  member of the British Council's Transatlantic Network 2020.

@Elena2020

Giuliano Iacobelli. Computer Engineer in love with the web and social media. He 
tweets  and seeks a blog, dreaming of founding a succesful  startup. He had a 
small webagency and recently set up a mobile project (twittelp.com, ibiqi.com, 
bibliotext.it)  He is a digital native who is constantly connected to the net and is 
part of the “geek community”.

@Giuliano84

Live web streaming
Broadcast live thanks to the generous support of the U.S. Embassy to Italy. http://www.livestream.com/smw_rome1 

Thanks to: all panelists  - Dino Amenduni, Lasse Berntzen, Gherardo Casini, Giulia Innocenzi, Olivier Paul-
Morandini, Rasha Abdulla; Elena Donnari; the U.S. American Embassy to Italy, especially Fabio  Iacoella, 

Information Resource Center; Simon Vandereecken; Alessio Garbin, Paola Pandolfi, Paola Lucciola 
(Augmendy); Davide Rubini (RENA), Moris Gasparri (LoSpazioDellaPolitica), Angela Gallo (LabSus), Giuliano 

Iacobelli; Ada Muirhead, Lorenzo Vitale, Pietro Izzo, Eva Giovannini.
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